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Why

Many Reasons For of Base''

y Ij"

yg ffllY In bono stealing on
the decline In the big
league?" Any person
who answprs this nues- -

tlon correctly will slop a vast amount
of conjecture among the baseball mo-gul- s.

As a matter of fart, the actual ofllclal
records show n falling off In base stali-
ng that warrant k a serious explana-
tion, This popular. spectacular ami
beneficial feature ot the name has far
greater vttltio than most observers im-

agine.
Lust year tlio base stealing averages

In the Ainerlcnu iitnl National leagues
wero lower than usual The yrnr o

tho same condition existed. Thus
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PITCHER LEEVER, A PITTSBURG MAINSTAY IN THE BOX.

Francis

(From Our New York Pramatlc Corre-
spondent.

AMERICA at last Mcoms to have
tf producod Its long looked for

violin virtuoso. For yoam, In
fact since the devalopmont of

music on this side of tho Atlantic, critics
und tho American public have seen the
Pole, the Hungarian, the Oermun, the
Byhunlun and, In fact, representatives
ot nearly every foreign country come
ettul go, leaving behind them artistic
iwecess and taking with them thou-
sands of dollars ot American cash. It
was only natural, therefore, that his
fellow countrymen should; liavn gtvan
a'warm welcome to Francis AiHcmlU
Jen, (he young American violinist who
first drew his bou In this country last
beotmber. For atacmlllen Is a really
yrlllUnt pluyer, who, it Is not dltflvult

it y, fittctaVi ..

ase Stealing dxi tire Decline?
Shooting Pugilism

Retrogression Modern Runners
' i -

w

" " t

for tills season thero has been a tailing
bolow oven tho itguroM of 1906 and 1005.

The principal reason advanced by tho
green diamond critics atnottnts to this:
"The pitchers havo paid moro alien
tlon to base runners and havo develop-
ed to Its full extent the science of hold-
ing men eloqp to tho bases." Other
spaco snatchers. say the players that
Is. the runners themselves are to
bliihie, claiming Hint tho great demand
for players has mntlo them Indifferent
when undue exertion is culled for.

Another reason advanced Is that the
Improvement In catching glove has
enabled, catchers to handle pitched
bolls bfltter and so to get them away
moro quickly. A western diamond
crank avers that the moving of tho

MaemilkfL

to believe, will bo considered "the
American violin virtuoso."

His Tour Last Seaian.
It tho opinions of critics aro. worth

anything, .Mucmlllen' future Is as-

sured. For onoe. critical opinion has
coincided with that of th lnuUltuile,
Macmlllen's tour or Hit. United Htutoc
last year- - wu a pronounced hicosk.
HI rweptton throughout the country
was moit cordial.

The recent annoiinceinant that Mac-mlll-

Is to. tour this country again
next snason uiid that ho will also play
In tho leading Canadian citlos litis In-

spired great intottait. Although Mao-miiii- 'li

will bo but twHhtyttt yoarflof
;ie when he arrives 111 America ntixt
fall, bis ciieei covers nevonlgrn years
if stinlj. tiu'.cl and playing lis a violin
virtuoso, Ho bus tourod many. of tho
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pitcher back toward second buso In the
cause of the trouble, his argument he.
lug that tlio fartllor bnok tho twit-let'-

box was moved tho bettor and the
easier he could watch it liititi oh llrst
tMt. Also his throw to second thus
bocatno a very simple matter In at-
tempts to catch men playing off too
far toward third. While this tallt Is
logical, It does not apply to the last
deendo. lis It wAs about ten years ago
that tho distance between pllehet'a box
and home pluto was lengthened to
sixty feet, five Ittchcs. Prior to that
changa the dlstanco was lltty-flv- c (net.

Still Moro Arguments,
There am other reasons that could be

advanced to account for tho decline,
admitting that tho players ot today
run Just as fast, If not faster, than
those of the Immediate past. For

the number of left handed
pitchers has Increased, and It Is harder
to steal on a southpaw than on n right
bander. The former faces first btiso
during uliiost bis entlro ' dcllvory.
Then, again, team captains havo paid
greater attention to catching base run-
ners than heretofore. Tho inllrlders
are trained and trained and trained
some moro In tho ungentle art of en-
trapping base stealers and daring run-
ners.

In this connection one should not
overlook the fact Chat catchers and
pitchers havo developed better team
work, as respects themselves, ot lato
years. The task of the baso purlolner
Is too dlfltcult to bo pleasant when ho
Is confronted by a battery that has
practiced faithfully tho most approved
ttiPihods of trading a runner on to tho
llyttaper.

Probably there Is no bno reason In
particular why base stealing, has

More llkply tho decline Is
the result of a combination ot circum-
stances, a combination of tho causes
uforo related.

International RIflo Contest.
Tho executive committee of tho Na-

tional Itllle Association of America, at
a recent meeting held at tho ofllccs (if
tho association, "3D Broadway, New
York, decided tho manner of tho tests
for places on tho rifle teum, which will
represent tho United States Jn tho In-

ternational contest for tho Paltna
trophy, which will bo held at tho Rock-cllff- o

range, Ottawa, Canada, Sept. 7.
Preliminary to taking up tho subject

uppllcatlonB for llfo membership wero
rccolvod and tho following wero unani-
mously elected: Scth Low,
of Now York; Charles .1. Bonaparto, at-
torney general of tho United States;
Robert Bacon, assistant secretary of
state, and Mortlmor L. Schlff, tho Now
York banker. Tho Second regiment of
CJporgla and tho Third regiment ot
Michigan wero elected to ntllllatcd
membership.

Tho International mutch was then
taken up, and Lieutenant Colonel N. B.
Thurston of New York was appointed
the captain of tho team. Colonel
Thurston Is well qualified for this po- -

leading countries of Europe. Eleven
years were spont abroad, und not In
that longth of tltno did ho set foot on
his native shores until Ills arrival in,
Now York last November. His debut
concert nt Carnrgftk hall and subse-
quent appearances ill Boston, Buffulp,
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Washington, Co-
lumbus, Indlan&pdlls, Chicago, St.
Louis and, In fact, all of tho leading
cities of tho east und middle, west, mado
for him at once the ropitrttlon or being
ono of tho greatest violin virtuosi
America has ever produced. He ulayod
In neatly a hundred concerts.

Impoifflg Plans For 1907-0-

Noxt year ro h J.0 be hrdi'd Jn 150
concerts. His territory ,wlll extend
from Boston to Dejiver 'and from.JMt-lut- h

to New oilcans. Ono of Mnc-mlHc-

recent successes has been ac
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In big
inc rcceni inrco uuy, endurance run ol
with a

sltlon. of tho
stato teams for

many years. r i

The team will be, in tho
manner; '.',',';

First A contest will be
held at the run go at Port
Clinton on Aug! 17. Thoso

to enter tjtls: contest will fur-
nish u tho

of his any
that ho hus during tho pres-

ent year u record In
or of '95 per cont nt S00
yards, 80 per cent Yit 000 yards and SS
per cent at 1,000 yards In a string of

.

Second. In to the scores
mado In tho duys contest
thero will, bo scores mutlo
In tho cup match, tho
Leech cup mutch ,"3ind tho
match, all Rllle

which will be (.shot' on tho
Ohio rango during 1Mb wouk
Aug 19.

Krotn the of all those
scores tho team ill b'p nine
on tho basis ot high and
threo by Hie

nwivo In all, four of
whom will bo ult mntosi,

Tho eight men ho will shoot In tho
match wjll bo "by tho team

after In
The team after being saloet-c- d

on tho f Aug. 21. will be

ho gAvo three
in hull,

the largo
to Its m

critics ,rank over almost
every urtltlt who luiij" there

whkh Is
to brand him as ah -- urtlHt of groat
merit, known that
Buch us and
had the gamer

In
O., the yoiing amm w'aH an

when b there lust
after an of eleven

' 'years.
' Five
unit him a,t the hlln
to tho

the cnid ho
Sweet '

A score of the

1 V 1$ k&'
13, 1907

-- a Nerveless Champion
,

v F7"3iSJ34
JOHN HAYNES, AUTO, MAKING PERFECT SCORE (NTS-DURANC- E

RUN.

Stellar American Violinist Stage Talk

llaynos, tho;H,bo'c "runabout

perfect rqtronh'

having Ucantitiip cnptoln
victorious New'VorR

selected fol-
lowing

preliminary
nevv'jlo

lGni'nd de-

siring
statement Jfroin adjutant

generul stato"or competent
authority

attained practice
competition

consecutive shots,,'
addition

uboyqjftwo
addedtthosc

Wimbledon,
President's

matchestpftiio National
association

beginning

aggregate
selected

aggrcguto
selected o.xectttlve iiiin-mltte- o.

making

sfl''ted
captain, piHimluary practice
Canada.

evening

quired-It- i London, wha'jre
recitals mieepsMtmitft Quoen's

ajiiplillhoiiter 'tiding packed,
mipuclty omjjl .ttgucert. Eng-

lish .Miicinjueii
unjtcureil

thieTsedfibil, orjjfciclf siitllclont

especially wiiarMliljt
players KtoMJer.; Kilbollk

apponrcd jjcitMon,
Muimilllen's nutjVQHy, Mut-lottu- ,

uccordod
ovatloii wr'ftVJM
January aliijetliie

tiiourntui entffuHJustlo, cliUiiiis
stiitipnrajjirpsgbrtod

QuurthmiM sfiii&'tlfUn wlipcn.
despite WKithar, played
"Home, Hume.'V"'''

students unhitched

Match Attell.

--33

(at tho steering wheel), finished In
the New Jersey AUlo and Motor club

assembled and t ruined on the Ohio
rnngo the 'woek of Aug. 'JO to 31 und
will bo taken to tho Uanuda range In
tlmo to ullow of four days' prelimi-
nary practice thero.

Tho necessary funds to defray tho
oxticnses of the team will bo raised by
public subscription and will bo received
nt f ho association's ofllce and by tho
team captain.

In tho preliminary trials tho con-
testants will use tbolr own rllles, but
new rllles will be supplied the team by
the National Rillo association to be
used In the match.

Attell Afraid of Little Nil.
Abo AUcll refused Kranklo Nell's

chullcngo to a finish bout for the,
featherweight championship. Attell Is
not only a coward, but ho Is clumsy In
his explanations and excuses. This last
oftonso Is 'genemlly conceded to be
greater limn the former,

Attcll's announced excuse is that
Nell would not draw a big louso In n
patch with Attell. But tho Itullun's
real excuso Is that he Is afraid ot Nell,
and Nell weighs many pounds less
than Attell. Attell lights nt about 125,
Krankle Nell lights at about 115. Ten
or twelve pounds dlffcrenco counts
vastly moro among small scrappers
than It does among big onus. Nell's
disadvantage as opposed to Atlell Is so
great that tho Italian's .backwardness

horses from the artist's carriage and,
attaching a rope to It, drow him
through the streets of the town In a
triumphant procession to his old home.

Mncinlllon will tour under tho flreo-tlo- n

of Hncnscl &Jonos, the Now York
managers.

Another Bloodless Stage Fraca.
Tho list of stago quarrels has been

augmented by another plcturysquo epi
sode. There Is no cause to wonder nt J

tho ubsenco ot a delegate from Stuge-lnn- d

to tho recent International peace
convention nt Tho Hague. This latest
temporamoulal clash betwecn-hlstrto-

became known to the public recently
when Joseph Blgolow, the grotesquo
comedian and librettist, resigned from
tho cast of "Tho Parisian Model" at tho
Broadway theater. Blgelow and th
star, Anna Held, catno to verbal blows
over their respective roles and how they
should bo played, Thero had been fric-
tion over their Joint scenes for some
time, Mr. Ulgolow maintained that Miss
Held did not "piny up to him" properly.
Miss Held, being tho star, part owner
and wife ot tho play's manager nnd
chief owner, stood jUit and demurely
(yes, quite) went .on her way, playing
her volo ns she pleased. Her relation
to Blgelow was like that of the presi-
dent to a fourth classpostmaster.

Blgelow finally could stand tho situa-
tion no longer und In high dudgeon
stalked forth into the sizzling night air
ono evening boforo the performance
was over ilrnily resolvpd never to re-
turn, "Rhn does not
respond to me, and she hurts my art,"
weio his parting words to the perturbed
gtfurdliin of tho stago entrance, 'tis
suld. .

Clutido McKlnley, his understudy,
played Mr. Blgelow's rolo 1t his ab-
sence. Later Sir. BlgoloV cooled down
und ovlde.ntiy concluded that he would
prefor to continue the necessary proce-
ss-of eating real food Aij actor out
of work does not take on much avoirdu-
pois during the Intermittent dry sea-
sons ot .the drama. On pusslng
a lobster paluce and seeing a halt
do.eii friends therein devouring dell-cdt- o

tidbits ho concluded that ho had
been unduly rush In segregating hlln-s.e- ir

rront tile salary account. Where-
upon, through his la.wycr, lm font an
apolofty to Miss Held, suylng. "I must
have beon'cruRy." Ho was then wel-

comed back to the company und re-

sumed his role..
Lulcst reports stute, that Mr, Blgelow

Is now eating regitarly.

.' ,i Joseph .Coyne, ,.
A LyndOh flrhnlallo." wrlcr rubles'' as

'follows: ,

"Joe CcVne- - Is now free, as 'Nelly

"

J
Is most difficult to explain on any othe
ground than sheer cowardice.

Atlell later stated that ho much pre-

ferred to meet Walter Little of Chicago
In a match at Indianapolis.

Little Is described by Atlell as "the
host 124 pounder Chlcugo ever turned
out." Hut Attell Is as good a press
agent for his opponents as ho is for
himself when his opponents aro easy
marks. IIARUY GRANT.

TEAM RACING AT CLEV-LAN- D.

New York amateur drivers aro not
nlone .In their efforts to mako trotting
team races a featuro of their season's
sport, both on tho Speedway and Em-
pire City track, as there Is the samo
talk at Cleveland among the members
of the Gentlemen's Driving club of In-

troducing team races, both trotting and
pacing, nt the summer matinees, Tho
leading members bcllcvo that this In-

novation would certainly provo a draw-in- .;

card and furnish some excellent
sport.

They believe that team racing should
bo revived ahd mado n part of tho
amateur sport, as It was several dec-
ades ago In professional races, and that
this feature will draw Into tho ranks
of gentlemen drivers prominent mem-
bers, besides making tho game attrac-
tive to the general public.

While few of the members are of the
opinion that tho trotting and pacing
team records against tlmo can bo re-

duced or beaten, yet pairs owned In
Cleveland are considered fast enough
lo mako a good showing against that

"cord In an actual raco, which Is now
held at 2:18 by Sally Simmons,
S:13U. and Roselcaf, 2;14U, driven
over the Columbus track In 1891. Tho
pacing team raco record was mado In
1900 by Charles B 2:07?;, and Bobby
Hal In 2:13.

Roth of these records against time
arc now held by C. K. G. Billings, who
In 1904 drove The Monk, 2;05i, and
Equity, 2:12i. a mllo In 2:07 ovor
tho Memphis track.

OPERA COMPANY FOR BOSTON.
Henry Russell of London, manager

of the Sun Carlos Opera company,
which recently completed a highly suc-
cessful tour of tho United States, giv-
ing grand opera at popular prices, an-
nounced before his doparturo that ar-
rangements wero Hearing completion
for tho permanent location of tho com-
pany In Boston,

Mrs, John L. Gardner and other
wealthy persons whoso names Mr. Rus-
sell does not wish to give at present
are Interested In the enterprise,

SLIM PROSPECTS OF A RACE.
Tho prospects of a "sculling raco

Jim AVray, the Harvard rowing
coach, nnd Durnan, tho Toronto oars-
man, for tho professional championship
of America, appear to be very slight at
present. AVray cannot raco Durnan
before October at the earliest, and as
the latter expects to bo In Australia by
that time there appears to bo no
chpnee for tho much discussed contest

Noll' has come to an end. He Is at
present tho subject of many rumors.
It Is most likely, howover, that ho will
'sign' with' George Edwardes, who
wants him for tho comedian part In
'The Gay Widow,' which ho Is getting
ready to put 6n at Daly's. Should
Coyne do so and follow up his success
at the Aldwych his fato will bo scaled.
Ho will be a fixture before he knows
It, thus following In the footstops of
Eugene Stratum, Paul Arthur, R. G.
Knowles, FranJ Mills, Walter Hamp-
den und other Clever American actors,
not to mention actresses, who came
over orglnally to play short engage-
ments und have now settled down here
for good anil all,"

COMEDIAN BEAT THE CABBY.
Raymond Hitchcock, tho comedlat.

who Is now on a starring tour In the
Rlchurd Hnrdlng Davis musical play,
"A Yankee Tourist," was Invited as tho
guest of honor at the Country club,
ubout five miles outside of San Fran-
cisco, after a. performance, Ah Mr.
Hitchcock know from previous experi-
ences that a cubman would ask a for-
tune to carry him out to tho club, he
looked up tho address ot a physician
near the theater, and after the close of
the show he went around und rang the
bell. The doctor opened .the door per-
sonally, snld:

"Doctor, you're wanted Immediately
out near tho Country club. Can you
coino right ayny?"

"Certainly, sir. Just step Inside a
moment while I phono for my auto.
We'll be thorn In a Jiffy."

It was a good five miles to tho Coun-
try club. Just beyond stood a cluster
of suburban homes,

"The yellow house on the left there,"
said Hitchcock nS he got out of the
machine. ")y the way, I forgot to
ask you the amount ot your fee."

"Four dollars," said the doctor.
The comedian peeled off four $1 bills

and passed them lo the doctor,
"That will bo all. thank you, doctor.

None nt tluiHA nliMiiu Imnltiiipn wnnlril
tulip, me out here for less than J 15."

ALFRED SUTRO.
Alfred Hutro, tho English author of

"The Walls --of Jericho," in which
James, K. Ilackett Is sin-rrin- Is ono of
the most Interesting flguras In the dra-
matic field of. England today. Ills rise to
dt)ttu'tliii has been made In the last
thtnt' years, lie was Intended for com-inim'-

ur.j. but ids own bent was for
literature --- a
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AUTOGRAPH IS H tU

SIGNATURE OF W. T. VERNON

IN GREAT DEMAND.

As Much us $10,000 Has Been Paid
for One of Them Craving I Unl

versa! Secret of Their
Great Value.

WaBltlnglon. Ton thousand dollars
scorns a fabulous prlco to pay for an
autograph, yot .men who can got for
nnihlmr tho fttitocraph of tho great
est potentates on earth will willingly
exchange that amount In gold for tho
signaturo of William T. Vernon ot
the United States.

Collectors of tho signatures of
men, who will pay high prices

for slnglo Specimens of thoso of
George Washington, Nnpoleon Bona-

parto or Oliver Cromwell, feel their
ambition realized if they can connect
with one of each, but for tho auto
graph of Vernon they havo a lunger
that onds only with death.

And tho hunger Is unlvorsal. Men
and women who ordinarily caro noth-
ing for tho autographs craved by
collectors will oxchango their 'all for
those of Vernon. Lives aro spent In
drudgery, men will die, cheat, steal,
fight, kill and bravo all death In a
thousand ways' with no hopo and no
purposo save that of acquiring aa

mi - nj

WILLIAM T. VERNON.
(Negro Whose Signature Is In Very

Great Demand.)

many aa possible of thoso Blgna
turos. .

Vernon Is., In tho autograph busi-

ness. Ho makes his living by putting
his namo on paper. Ho caters' to a
clientele that Is Insatiablo. Ills sig-

natures aro all alike, but vary In
price from ?1 to $10,000, according
to thp paper on which they nro writ-
ten. Still, no ono over trios to beat
him down, for tho $10,000 kind In ton
thousand fold moro dcslraulo than
the $1 kind.

Who Is this man Vernon an'd what-I-

tho secret of tho great value of his.
autograph? Those who havo a gold'
or a Bllver certificate or a national
bank nolo Issued by Uncle Sam sub-
sequent to June, 1006, may answer
this question by looking at tho neat,
buslncssllko slgnnturo on tho lower
left-han- d corner, Just ovor tho words
"Register of tho Treasury." This is,,'
Vernon, William T. Vernon, tho man
without whoso namo Undo Sam's pa
per currency and bonds would not
pass muster in tho world's financial
hopper.

Jl mustn't bo supposed that Vornoit
puts his "list" to every bank'or treao-ur- y

noto that is issued. It ho wore &
million times multiplied he would
havo a hard tlmo doing that. His,
name Is 1'ngravcd upon a plate from'
one of sovornl samples which ho fur-

nished, and this signaturo Is stamped
upon the notes by tho wonderful
presses at tho bureau of engraving and
printing, which qro grinding out
money day and night In a vain at-

tempt to keep paco with the abound-
ing prosperity of the country.

But thoro Is work for tho register
to ,do, nevertheless. Ho must, sign
)) hand every registered bopd of tho
United States, and millions and mil-
lions of dollars' worth of theso havo
boon Issued since he took tile oath
of ofllce in June, 100C. Thoso rango
In value between $100 und $10,000,
tho usual denomination being $1,000
Vernon has signed hundreds of the
$10,000 bonds with the samo easy non
chalancu that ho would write hto
name to bo ongarved for a $1 bill.

Ho was born 3fi years ago In a loo
cabin on a plantation near Lebanon,
Mo,, of parents who had beeu slaves.
He went to work In the fields drag-
ging hay at tho ago of eight. Whon
15 years of age ho began his educa-
tion at a school for negroes. In Mis-
souri, flnlshliig his courso of study at
,15. llo taught school In Missouri for
six years, and then took charge of
Western university, a school for ne-
groes at Qtilndaro, Kan.

Mr. Vernon was then tho only teach-
er, and his pupils, numbered six, Whon
ho left the Institution last Juno ho
had 14 tettohecs und 25.0 pupils. Tho
college property consists of 130 acres
of land, with buildings valued at
$175,000.

llo Is amilated with loadlug negro
organizations, has had the degreo of
master of. arts and doctor or laws' con-foile- d

upon him.. and as an educa-
tor, an orator, a writer and a leader
of flit peoplo up to the ll'glit of a high-o- r

plane of life, he Is classed with tho
tamouB teacher of Tnskeeoe.

.Cv'av'v' .4'' ','. ivftm" ' uh iM:M:Jti$&miil!M .jUdidJiSmMJkf &

(X

y

X,

y

Vi

1
i

'

: &


